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technically do not use exchanges, the Court 
held that ‘‘it is by no means obvious that the 
Congress, when it used a phrase in which the 
word ‘interexchange’ is an essential term, was 
referring to CMRS.’’ 

It is, therefore, unclear from the language of 
the statute whether section 254 applies to 
wireless services. Section 254 does not in-
clude specific language regarding its applica-
bility to wireless services. Nor does it specifi-
cally exclude such services. Moreover, the 
legislative history of Section 254(g) is not in-
structive as to Congress’ intent regarding the 
applicability of the rate integration requirement 
to wireless services. 

Ambiguity in the law therefore exists. As a 
result, cellular customers are subject to vary-
ing rates for calls made within the United 
States. This is particularly evident with respect 
to rates assessed to calls made to Guam and 
to the other U.S. territories under service 
plans offered to cellular customers within the 
48 contiguous states of the United States. 
Again, the Telecommunications Act of 1996 
requires rate integration for noncellular, 
landline communication services. The legisla-
tion that I have reintroduced today would sim-
ply extend this same requirement to wireless 
communications. 

Rate integration for wireless interstate toll 
charges is important to businesses and indi-
viduals located on the U.S. mainland who en-
gage in regular and reoccurring voice commu-
nication with other businesses and contacts lo-
cated in the offshore territories. Family mem-
bers and friends are among the customers 
who are assessed higher and different rates 
for cellular calls made to Guam or to the other 
territories. These differences in wireless rates 
exist despite the fact that the U.S. territories 
are included in the North American Numbering 
Plan, the numbering plan for the Public 
Switched Telephone Network of the United 
States. 

This legislation would bring the uniformity 
and fairness in rates desired by those con-
sumers located on Guam who aim to keep in 
regular contact with relatives, friends, and as-
sociates who reside in other parts of the 
United States through the latest technology. 
Additionally, as technology in telecommuni-
cation advances, laws should be updated and 
developed to keep pace. This legislation would 
update existing law to take into account ad-
vances in and the popularity of wireless tele-
communications since enactment of the Tele-
communications Act of 1996. The legislation 
would do so in a manner consistent with both 
a previous, but vacated, FCC Order and with 
rate integration requirements applied to other 
more traditional telecommunication tech-
nology. 

I look forward to addressing the issue of 
rate integration for wireless services as part of 
any legislative effort to reauthorize the Tele-
communications Act of 1996. 
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today with my good friend Congressman 

KENDRICK MEEK to introduce legislation to 
honor the achievements of Captain Antonio 
Barrington Irving, the youngest pilot and first 
person of African descent to fly solo around 
the world. The historic achievements of this 
dedicated young man are worthy of the utmost 
respect and recognition by this great Con-
gress. I urge my colleagues to join me in com-
memorating his achievement and encouraging 
youth to pursue careers in aviation. 

Barrington Irving was born in Kingston, Ja-
maica in 1983 and soon after moved to Miami, 
FL. When Irving was 15 years old, he met 
Captain Gary Robinson, a Jamaican airline 
pilot who invited Irving to tour a Boeing 777. 
After this inspirational experience, Captain 
Robinson became a lifelong mentor, inspiring 
Irving to fly one day himself. Enduring the 
challenges of growing up in inner-city Miami, 
Irving never let his dreams of becoming a pilot 
be stifled. Irving worked miscellaneous jobs to 
save for lessons and diligently practiced on a 
home computer flight simulator. Irving also vol-
unteered quite frequently in his community 
and eventually earned a joint Air Force/Florida 
Memorial University Flight Awareness Scholar-
ship to study aviation and take professional 
flying lessons. 

Madam Speaker, Irving took tremendous 
steps to pursue his dreams in aviation while 
still a student at Florida Memorial University. 
In 2003, he contacted companies, including 
the aircraft manufacturer Columbia, which 
agreed to provide him with a plane to fly 
around the world if he could secure donations 
and components. Over several years, Irving 
visited aviation trade shows throughout the 
country and secured more than $300,000 in 
cash and donated components for a Columbia 
400, one of the world’s fastest single-engine 
piston airplanes. 

On March 23, 2007, Irving embarked from 
Miami, FL, on a 24,600-mile flight around the 
world in an airplane named ‘‘Inspiration.’’ He 
was 23 years of age while still a senior major-
ing in aerospace at Florida Memorial Univer-
sity at the time. Irving traveled the world as an 
ambassador of aviation, teaching young peo-
ple in 27 cities about opportunities in aviation 
and the importance of academics. He returned 
from his journey on June 27, 2007, concluding 
his flight in Miami, FL. 

Impressively, even before his around the 
world flight, Irving founded the non-profit orga-
nization Experience Aviation, Inc. to address 
the significant shortage of youth pursuing ca-
reers in aviation and aerospace. This non- 
profit has been extremely effective in gar-
nering widespread community support and 
sponsorship to expose youth and underrep-
resented groups to opportunities in aviation. Ir-
ving continues to be dedicated to his commu-
nity after his around the world flight and tire-
lessly works to inspire those around him to 
reach for their dreams. 

Madam Speaker, this young man embodies 
the perseverance and dedication necessary to 
truly pursue one’s dreams. Barrington Irving 
realized those aspirations and deserves ac-
knowledgement for continuing to inspire so 
many. I urge my colleagues’ support for this 
resolution as we work to demonstrate what 
can be achieved if you never let go of your 
passion and commitment to the community. 

FINAL POST 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 18, 2007 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to bring to the attention 
of the Members of the House of Representa-
tives and the American public an article written 
by Chris Raymond for the The Director maga-
zine. The article is a great description of what 
goes on at The Port Mortuary at Delaware’s 
Dover Air Force Base, the first stop on the 
final journey for those who have given their life 
in defense of this Nation. 

[From The Director, July 2007] 
FINAL POST 

(By Chris Raymond) 
The Port Mortuary at Delaware’s Dover 

Air Force Base exemplifies this nation’s 
highest ideals and those underlying the fu-
neral service profession as it cares for the 
men and women that sacrifice their lives in 
defense of our country—Chris Raymond. 

Show me the manner in which a nation 
cares for its dead, and I will measure with 
mathematical exactness the tender mercies 
of its people, their respect for the laws of the 
land and their loyalty to high ideals—Wil-
liam Gladstone, British Prime Minister. 

On this night, the bodies wait quietly in 
the darkness, their caskets in a long line, po-
sitioned with military precision before a 
large steel garage door. A massive U.S. flag, 
perhaps 30 by 20 feet, hangs silently above 
them. In the morning, this flag will offer one 
final salute to each fallen soldier as the staff 
of the Dover Air Force Base Port Mortuary 
drapes each casket with a smaller American 
flag, a stack of which hang ready on a rack 
near the exit for this purpose, before care-
fully wheeling each outside onto a broad ce-
ment landing. From there, vehicles will 
transport each of these meticulously, lov-
ingly prepared men and women to the planes 
that will fly them home to their grieving 
families and the military honors each has 
earned. 

On March 23, 2007, U.S. Army Sergeant 
First Class Cedric Thomas kneeled before 
the simple urn containing the cremated re-
mains of U.S. Army Specialist Ross 
McGinnis during his funeral at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. Resting his hand atop the 
urn, Thomas, wearing his full uniform, hung 
his head for a few moments, saying his silent 
goodbyes, lost in his thoughts. Rising, 
Thomas offered one final salute to the 19- 
year-old who sacrificed his life so he could 
live. 

A few months earlier, on December 4, 2006, 
McGinnis manned a machine gun atop a 
Humvee as he, Thomas and three other sol-
diers patrolled the streets of Adhamiyah, 
Iraq. From a rooftop, an enemy insurgent 
tossed a grenade at their truck. Whizzing 
past McGinnis, the grenade fell through the 
Humvee’s hatch and lodged next to a radio. 
According to a later account written by Rod-
ney Sherman and published in The Clarion 
News, Thomas recalls McGinnis shouting to 
his four comrades: ‘‘Grenade! It’s in the 
truck!’’ 

Thomas also told the newspaper, 
‘‘[McGinnis] had time to jump out of the 
truck.’’ 

McGinnis did not desert his comrades, 
however. Instead, he jumped through the 
hatch and threw his body atop the grenade. 
Upon detonation, McGinnis died instantly. 
While wounded, the four other soldiers sur-
vived, thanks entirely to the heroic action of 
a teenager from Knox, Pennsylvania. 
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